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Text: John 17:17


“…this whole question of authority is one of the most important problems confronting us…
There is no doubt that things are as they are in the Christian Church throughout the world 
today because we have lost our authority.” D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones


 In order to examine this subject, let’s focus on four topics…  

1.  THE SOURCE OF AUTHORITY 

Matthew 21:23-27


Romans 13:1


“The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed and obeyed, dependeth 
not upon the testimony of any man or church; but wholly upon God (who is truth itself) the 
author thereof: and therefore it is to be received, because it is the Word of God.” The 
Westminster Confession of Faith


2.  AUTHORITY DEFINED 

“Authority” = “the right, liberty, or power to do something.”  


“Authority” = the prerogative to chose or decide a course of action.


“Recognition of the Bible’s status and function as providing a source and norm for such 
elements as belief, conduct, and the experience of God.” Donald McKim 

“The authority of Scripture means that all the words in Scripture are God’s words in such a way 
that to disbelieve or disobey any word of Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey God.” Wayne 
Grudem


“The Holy Scripture is the only sufficient, certain and infallible rule of all saving knowledge, faith 
and obedience, although the light of nature and the works of creation and providence do so far 
manifest the goodness, wisdom and power of God, as to leave men inexcusable; yet are they 
not sufficient to give that knowledge of God and His will which is necessary unto salvation.” 
The Baptist Confession of Faith (1689)  


“The Holy Bible…reveals the principles by which God judges us, and therefore is, and will 
remain to the end of the world, the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by 
which all human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should be tried.” The Baptist Faith & 
Message (2000)


3.  THE BIBLICAL BASIS OF AUTHORITY 

“Thus Saith the Lord” — Appears approximately 413 times in the Old Testament (Exodus 
4:22-23; 5:1; 7:17; 8:1; 8:20; 9:1; 9:13; 10:3; 11:4; Joshua 7:13; 2 Kings 20:5; Isaiah 28:16; 
Haggai 2:6).


“It is Written” — Appears approximately 63 times in the New Testament (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10; 
26:24; 26:31; Acts 1:20; 7:42; 15:15; 23:5; Romans 1:17; 2:24; 3:4, 10; 4:17; 8:36; 9:13, 33; 
10:15; 11:8, 26; 12:19; 14:11; 15:3, 9, 21; 1 Corinthians 1:19, 31; 2:9; 3:19; 9:9; 10:7; 14:21; 
15:45; 2 Corinthians 4:13; 8:15; 9:9; Galatians 3:10, 13; 4:22, 27; 1 Peter 1:16).
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4.  FALSE FORMS OF AUTHORITY 

A.  Experience & Emotions (Job 2:9; Matthew 12:39) 

B.  Tradition & History (Matthew 7:29) 

C. Selfish Desires and Opinions (2 Timothy 4:3) 

D. Human Politics & Philosophies (John 11:50; 19:15) 
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